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WITTON BLUFF BASE TRAIL–  POTENTIAL ECONOMIC BENEFITS   

The City of Onkaparinga's Economy.id economic profile presents economic information that enables you to describe 

the area's role within the broader economy, explore options for economic development and promote the area's 

strengths. The information presented here is derived from official sources of information (Australian Bureau of 

Statistics) as well as Australia's leading economic modellers (NIEIR). The analysis is a guide only to inform project 

assessment and the actual outcomes delivered may vary based on changing economic conditions, the market 

response to the tender call and contractor capability.

 
“Delivering the Coast Park Vision” 

Since 2003 the City of Onkaparinga has been 

working in close partnership with the Department 

of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure to 

deliver the State Government’s Coast Park vision 

for Greater Adelaide to develop a coastal linear 

park including a 70km shared use path from 

North Haven to Sellicks Beach. 

To date 17.1km of Coast Park, including the 

shared use trail have been completed.  

Key achievements include the Christies Beach,  

Port Noarlunga South and Port Willunga South 

segments and significant coastal node 

redevelopments including Christies Beach  

Surf Life Saving Club and foreshore plaza,  

Port Noarlunga foreshore and Moana. 

The Witton Bluff Base Trail segment will provide a 

considerable tourist drawcard, creating a unique 

experience with the shared use path close to the 

water’s edge. 

The Witton Bluff base trail project will generate 
significant positive economic impacts by: 
• engaging local contractors during the  

construction phase 
• where possible utilising local suppliers  
• attracting visitors to the region. 
 
ALIGNMENT WITH CITY OF ONKAPARINGA 
TOURISM STRATEGIC PLAN 2019 – 2023 
 
This project also contributes to the  
City of Onkaparinga Tourism Strategic Plan  
2019 – 2023, which identifies  
Port Noarlunga and Christies Beach as two key 
coastal villages; with the Port Noarlunga reef 
named as one of the most dived spots in  
South Australia and Port Noarlunga and  
Christies Beaches promoted by South Australian 
Tourism as part of the 5 best beaches in Adelaide  
(https://southaustralia.com/travel-blog/5-of-the-

best-beaches-in-adelaide)   
 

The plan encourages and supports the 
development of unique and appealing cultural 
experiences (including Aboriginal experiences, 
heritage and geo tourism initiatives). The plan 
also advocates for the Witton Bluff Base Trail –  
Christies Beach to Port Noarlunga to connect 
experiences (such as food, wine, recreation and 
culture). 

There is also very high community and business 
support for the project that has come from the 
Christies Beach Business and Tourism Association 
and Port Noarlunga Business and Tourism 
Association. 
 
POTENTIAL ECONOMIC IMPACT  
 
Snapshot: 
 
• direct and indirect impact of $3.80m to the 

local economy 
• 28 jobs created within Onkaparinga,  

13 outside of our City  
• increased combined visitor spend to  

Port Noarlunga and Christies Beach of 
$4.66m 

• total visitor spend for Port Noarlunga and 
Christies Beach increased to $97.91m (up 
from $93.25m).  
 

During the construction phase of the project, the 

direct and indirect impact of the project build 

(based on $5.4m) to our local economy is valued 

at $3.80m.  The greatest impact will be in the 

heavy and civil engineering construction sector.   

The Witton Bluff project will create 28 jobs within 

the City of Onkaparinga and 13 jobs outside of 

our city (table 2). Once the project is completed 

and based on a 5 per cent increase in both 

internal and external visitor spend in Port 

Noarlunga and Christies Beach, the increased 

spend is valued at $4.66m.This brings the 

combined visitor spend for both locations to 

$97.91m table 1).  

http://www.nieir.com.au/
https://southaustralia.com/travel-blog/5-of-the-best-beaches-in-adelaide
https://southaustralia.com/travel-blog/5-of-the-best-beaches-in-adelaide
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ANTICIPATED IMPACT ON KEY SPEND CATEGORIES  

 Internal visitor spend External visitor spend 

Categories Christies 
Beach 

Port 
Noarlunga 

Christies 
Beach 

Port 
Noarlunga 

Dining & entertainment $18.5m $21.3m $7.98m $12.0m 

Discount/dept stores $22.5m $0.46m $7.02m $0.33m 

Specialised food retail $1.16m $0.65m $1.28m $0.07m 

Total by location $42.16m $22.41 $16.28m $12.4m 

Sub-total visitor spend 

type 

$64.57m $28.68m 

  

Total spend $93.25m 

5% increase $4.66m  

TOTAL INCREASED VISITOR SPEND       $97.91m 
Table 1 Anticipated increased spend  

*Data calculated using Spendmap  

 
ANTICIPATED JOB CREATION DURING PROJECT BUILD 

Table 2 - Jobs created during construction phase 

*Data calculated using Economic.id 

 

 

Industry Sectors Jobs created in 
Onkaparinga  

Jobs created 
outside 
Onkaparinga 

Jobs created for 
Onkaparinga 
residents  

Manufacturing 3 1 2 

Construction 10 0 6 

Wholesale Trade 0 1 0 

Retail Trade 2 2 2 

Accommodation and Food Services 2 1 1 

Transport, Postal and Warehousing 1 1 1 

Financial and Insurance Services 1 1 1 

Professional, Scientific and Technical 

Services 

4 1 3 

Administrative and Support Services 1 1 1 

Education and Training 1 1 1 

Health Care and Social Assistance 1 1 1 

Other Services (inc Tourism) 2 2 1 

Total 28 13 20 
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HOW HAS THIS MODELLING BEEN DEVELOPED?  

 

WHAT IS SPENDMAPP? 

Spendmapp data is 100 per cent accurate and is 

based on actual expense transactions by location, 

time and industry.  

It uses bank transaction (EFTPOS) data with a 

proprietary data transformation applied to capture 

virtually all economic activity within a region. It 

counts people and transactions in specified 

locations, times and types. 

Spend categories: 

Internal Visitor Spend (City of Onkaparinga 

residents not located within the reported location) 

- expenditure by cardholders and 

businesses located in our region, spent at 

merchants also located within our region, 

representing the amount of local demand met by 

local supply. 

External Visitor Spend - expenditure by 

cardholders and businesses located outside your 

region, spent at merchants located inside your 

region, representing the amount of external 

demand met by local supply. This includes 

International Visitor Spend through accounting for 

all other banks’ information. 

ECONOMY.ID MODELING TOOL 

Economic impact modelling enables the City of 

Onkaparinga to explore how change in 

employment or output (sales) in one sector of the 

local economy will impact on all other sectors of 

the economy, by modelling the flow-on effects 

across different industries. 


