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concerned that Council will effectively lose its seat at the table and, with it, any leverage it may have had in
advocating for SA Water to find a solution for the problem.

We are also concerned that any financial windfall that might come to Council at large from such sale will be
offset by the risk of future financial penalties on the affected communities, operational oversight by ESCOSA
notwithstanding.

We therefore strongly advocate that:

* waste-water treatment services owned and operated by Council be devolved to State government, as we
understand has apparently already happened in Yankalilla;

¢ (f this outcome cannot be achieved at this point in time, the services be retained by Council; and

+ the services are not, under any circumstances, sold to private for-profit enterprise.

Water Business Unit (WBU), Storm Water Harvesting and Reclaimed Water

Water availability and management in the Willunga Basin is a key contemporary issue — witness the
legislatively required McLaren Vale Water Allocation Plan review for groundwater and the community-
initiated McLaren Vale Regional Water Security Strategy Working Group which is examining all water
resources both supply and demand over the next fifty years. FOWB has representation on both these
reviews.

We understand that Council’'s WBU has two components being:

« stormwater harvesting, which utilises constructed urban wetlands to both store and filter water and the
follow-on capacity to utilise aquifer recharge for storage; and
« the provision of reclaimed water into the market.

We seek your clarification that the current considerations do no entertain the sale or lease of Council's urban
wetlands. We understand that the sale of the water may be a consideration, but not the physical asset itself.
An immediate response to this query would be appreciated.

Water thinking must be for a fifty-year period, not five. To its credit, Council has undertaken climate change
impact modelling on its coastline. FOWB asserts that similar modelling is required for water supplies within
its control. Annual rainfall is trending downwards and becoming more erratic, temperatures are increasing
and so forth. Council having ownership of water to service its community's needs, both now and through to
2075, is critical. Water availability that will assist the reversal of regional ecological degradation and
biodiversity enhancement and counter as yet unquantified climate change induced challenges is also critical.
Water is now, and likely more so in the future, traded across supply and demand markets. The option of
selling any surplus water into the commercial market is there. The same applies to reclaimed water should
Council retain the CWMS.

We also note that one of the largest users of this water is Council itself. To FOWB, it makes little sense to
divest an asset for which there is an ongoing need, and to then have to become a paying customer of the
new owner.

FOWB therefore strongly advocates that Council retain ownership of both its storm water harvesting facilities
and of the water itself. The best model here might be SA Water itself, wherein the government retains
ownership of water infrastructure and assets but has outsourced their operation to the private sector under
long-term agreements.

Reclaimed Water

With regards to the SA Water generated reclaimed water, it is FOWB's considered position that not all water
be contracted to private/commercial use. Whilst the use of this nutrient rich water is fully supported rather
than it being discharged into the Gulf, we have been and continue to advocate that a healthy percentage be
retained in community ownership to be utilised on a short-term basis according to the exigencies of the time,
rather than being contracted to a private company. It is to be noted that Willunga Basin Water, founded as a
grower initiative, is now majority owned by the Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group, a global investment group.
Such companies do not invest in any assets or services unless there is a handsome profit to be made.

Any ‘profit' made by Council through the sale of water assets for a Council wide benefit is akin to selling one
community’s local park to provide a financial return across Council to the detriment of the community that
relied on that park. Such a proposition is completely unacceptable. Just as ensuring the provision of open
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space is the responsibility of state and local government, so is the provision of sewerage and water supply
services, not private enterprise.

In Closing

FOWB has grave concerns at the proposal to privatise essential services, especially waste-water. Forever is
a long time. Once sold off, these services will never be recovered into public ownership. The great risk is to
the communities that will be left exposed to new arrangements, especially once pricing controls imposed
during the initial 5-year period expire.

Behind this, privatising the supply of reclaimed water at the point where it is becoming an increasingly vital
resource is quite counter-intuitive. By all means, enter into long term contracts for the management and
operation of these assets, but maintain an eye to the future by not throwing the baby out with the bathwater,
so to speak.

Now is not the time to abrogate responsibility for the provision of essential services by disposing of
community assets for a short-term financial gain.

We urge Council not to proceed with the divestment as currently contemplated.

Meanwhile, we look forward to your early response on the retention of all urban wetlands.

Yours sincerely

ﬁa.ﬂ ok

Geoff Hayter
Chair
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From: chair@onkaparingafoodsecurity.org.au

Sent: Wed, 13 Jul 2022 16:33:49 +0930
To: "Mail" <Mail@onkaparinga.sa.gov.au>
Subject: Water Assets Consultation

Caution: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognise the sender's full email address and know the content is safe.

Dear team,

In addition to my personal views, I write on behalf of the Onkaparinga Food
Security Collaborative, who is concerned that divesting water assets is a

short sighted decision, that will privilege a for profit business at the

future expense of our environment and community who need water to live and
grow food successfully and build our local food system rather than selling

off yet another piece of the system. You have not looked at nor considered
any community ownership of the assets, opting for a traditional tender
process. You have also not engaged in programs to encourage or require or
provide incentives to residents and businesses to be more water wise.

We strongly request you to think longer term about this issue - retain our
Water Assets, rebuild capacity for council and bring together interested
community groups to advise and support you / us to optimise these assets.
The expertise you quote exists in many places, not just in an external
business.

Warm regards, Sharon

Sharon McGann

Chair, Steering Group

Onkaparinga Food Security Collaborative

E: chair@onkaparingafoodsecurity.org.au

M: 0414 537 305

"Securing healthy, affordable, nutritious food for all"

Document Set ID: 5795578
Version: 1, Version Date: 15/07/2022
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